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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 OSLO 00106 08071 1Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 ACDA-07 SAJ-01 
TRSE-00 OMB -01 IO-13 /080 W 

080715Z 112001/16 

R 071558Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY OSLO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3023 
INFO SECDEF WASHDC 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USCINCEUR 
CASEUR 
CINCUSAFF 
CSAF/I&L 

ASD WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH F-16 SPO 

CONFIDENTIAL OSLO 0106 

SECDEF FOR: OSD/ISA 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MAGG NATO NO 

SUBJECT: F-16 PAYMENT SCHEDULE PROBLEMS MAY ENTER POLITICAL CHANNELS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 OSLO 00106 08071 1Z 


1 . DURING JANUARY 3, 1977 CALL DEFENSE UNDER SECRETARY HOLST TOLD 
DCM AND POL/MIL OFFICER THAT FRONT END LOADED PAYMENT SCHEDULE 
CONTAINED IN RECENTLY DISTRIBUTED F-16 LETTER OF OFFER WOULD 
CAUSE GON PROBLEMS. 

2. ALTHOUGH SUBJECT WILL BE RAISED AT A SPECIAL STEERING COMMITTEE 
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MEETING ALREADY REQUESTED, HE THOUGHT MATTER WAS OF SUCH IMPORTANCE 
THAT IT WOULD ULTIMATELY HAVE TO BE DEALT WITH AT POLITICAL LEVEL. 

3. HOLST WAS IN DOUBT WHETHER IT WOULD BE MORE EFFECTIVE FOR GON 
TO APPROACH USG TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER EUROPEAN PARTNERS OR 
BILATERALLY, DEPENDING ON THEIR SHARED INTERESTS AND PERCEPTION 
OF PROBLEM. PERSONALLY. HOLST THOUGHT IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR GON 
TO ACT INDIVIDUALLY. 

4. COMMENT: AS HAD BEEN EXPECTED EARLY PAYMENT FOR F-16 

IS A PROBLEM FOR NORWEGIANS. THE BUNCHING OF REQUESTS FOR DEFENSE 
PROGRAM FUNDS IN THE STORTING RAISES VISIBILITY AND, THEREFORE, 
POTENTIAL POLITICAL IMPACT DURING AN ELECTION YEAR, OF LARGE AMOUNTS 
BEING ASKED FOR AND THE GUNS RATHER THAN BUTTER NATURE OF THE 
REQUEST. GON PRESENTLY HAS UNDER CONSIDERATION FUNDING FOR F-16, 

AWACS AND ROLAND II AS WELL AS PURCHASE DECISIONS TO BE MADE ON 
OTHER MILITARY HARDWARE SUCH AS THE PATRIOT AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM. 

5. THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH GON VIEWS F-16 PAYMENT SCHEDULE IS 
REFLECTED IN THEIR CONSIDERATION OF A DECISION TO PURSUE (FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN OUR MEMORY SINCE CONSORTIUM FORMED) THE SOLUTION 
TO AN F- 1 6 PROBLEM THROUGH POLITICAL CHANNELS. 

ANDERS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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